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he felt that he could defy^the League system with im-
punity. We now know, from published Italian evidence,
that as early as 1932 Mussolini began to contemplate a
brutal act of aggression on Abyssinia, a fellow member of
the League, and the last independent African native state.
In short, the arrival of the fourth period, which began in
3-93 39 wid1 its atmosphere of extreme nationalism, its
slogan of " each for himself and the devil take the hind-
most/' provided Mussolini with a favourable opportunity
for throwing off the mask and showing the world that
Fascism was as brutal, as barbaric, and as " realistic " as
he had frequently and publicly proclaimed it to be. Up
to the Italian rape of Abyssinia it had been assumed by
"many people in the democratic countries that Mussolini's
bombastic utterances, his insistence on the beauties of
war, and his contempt for " eternal peace " were not
meant to be taken seriously by the outside world, but
were theatricalisms exclusively designed for home
consumption* By 1937 the world knew that he had
meant what he said and that he had a complete disregard
for the so-called sanctity of international engagements,*
The Italian invasion of Abyssinia was such an out-
rageous act of aggression that, even in a period when in-
ternationalism was bankrupt of ideas, the League system
was stirred into tardy activity. After all attempts at a
peaceful settlement had failed, fifty-two nations imposed
economic sanctions on Italy. But as the vital commodity
of oil could not be included amongst the prohibited ex-
ports without risking open hostilities with Italy, and as
neither Great Britain nor France were prepared to incur
* For a complete justification, from official Italian sources, of the above severe
strictures see ANNO XIIH, by Marshall de Bono, with a Preface by Mussolini.
(Cresset Press, 1937.)